









































EPA’s PROCESS

Proponent refers proposal to EPA

l

EPA decides to assess and
sets ERMP level of
assessment and advertises

MINISTER’S PROCESS

Minister refers proposal to EPA under
s43 to be assessed more fully or more
publicly (Extended public review or

Public Enquiry)
A

Yes

Minister upholds appeal

A

Yes

the length of public review
(10-12 weeks)

Environmental
scoping
document
subject to public
review

Proponent prepares
Environmental Scoping

with referral)

v

Appeal(s) to Minister to raise
assessment level

document (if not submitted <

EPA agrees to Environmental
Scoping Document as basis for
ERMP

v

ERMP prepared by Proponent

v

EPA authorizes ERMP for public
review (10 to 12 weeks)

y

Receipt of submissions during
public review period.

Proponent responds to
submissions

v

EPA undertakes assessment
and reports to the Minister

v

Minister publishes EPA Report

Appeal(s) to the
Minister

No

Yes Minister

determines
appeals
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Y

Action to be

assessed by:

¢ An accredited
State/Territory
process; or

¢ An accredited
Australian
Government
process.

l

State/Territory
or Australian
Government

agency prepares

assessment report.

Accredited
Assessment
{Case by case)

Can the action be assessed using:

* A State/Territory assessment process accredited under a bilateral agreement?

Bilateral agreements currently exist with Queensland, Western Australia, Tasmania,
New South Wales and the Northern Territory.

* An Australian Government assessment process accredited under a Ministerial declaration?
There are currently no Ministerial declarations for Australian Government processes

Assessment on
referral information

v

The Department
must prepare a draft
Recommendation
Report.

Draft
Recommendation
Report published

for 10 business day
public comment
period.

Recommendation
Report finalised
and provided to the
Minister.

v

Minister directs
proponent to
publish referral

information
for public
comment.
To be finalised
within 30
business days
of assessment
approach
decision.
\J

Assessment on
Preliminary Documentation

|

Minister
requests further
infarmation from

proponent.

!

Minister directs
proponent to
publish referral
and additional
information
for public
comment.

i

Public comment on proponent’s
information.

Proponent’s information is revised
taking into account public comments.
The proponent then provides the
Minister with the revised information
or a notice stating that no comments
were received.

Assessment
by EIS/PER

v

Minister provides
either standard or
tailored guidelines
to proponent for
draft EIS or PER.

\J

Preparation of draft
EIS/PER.

Y

Minister approves
publication of draft
PER/EIS.

Y

Public comment
on draft EIS/PER.

\J

EIS/PER finalised
taking into account
public comments.
The proponent
then provides the
finalised EIS/PER
to the Minister.

Y

Department for the Environment and Water Resources prepares
Recommendation Report and provides it to the Minister.

documentation from the proponent.

l

 For assessment by inquiry, a decision must be made within 40 business days of receiving an inquiry report.
* For assessment by a State/Territory process, a decision must be made within 30 business days of receiving an assessment report.
¢ For assessment on referral information, a decision must be made within 20 business days of receiving a Recommendation Report.

Assessment
by Public Inquiry

\J

Minister appoints
commissioners
and sets terms of
reference.

'

Commission
conducts inguiry
and provides an
inquiry report to

the Minister.

Australian Government Minister for the Environment and Water Resources makes decision to approve, approve with conditions or not
approve the proposed action.

* For assessment by EIS/PER or preliminary documentation, a decision must be made within 40 business days of receiving finalised
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